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—T 
#EPORT:, ON THE CRIMINAL LAWS. 





(Concluded from our last, page 78.) 
_ The second class consists of those offences which, 
though in the opinion of your Committce never fit to 
be punished with death, are yet so malignant and 
3 as to require the highest punishments, 
death, which ere known to our laws. ‘These 
the Committee would make punishable, either by 
ausportation, OF imprisonment with hard labour, 
plowing considerable scope to the diseretion of the 
Judges respecting the term for which either punish- 
pent is to endure. 
1. 31 Eliz. c. 9.—Taking away any maid, widow, 
or wife, &ce. 
9 21 Jac. I. c. 26.—Acknowledging or procuring 
any fine, rerovery, &c. 
9,4 Geo. I. c. 3, s. 4.—Helping to the recovery 
of stolen goods. 
4,9 Geo. I. c. 22.—Maliciously, killing or wound- 
ing cattle,» # 
i ————$———=———Cutting down or destroying 
trees, growing, &c. 
6.5 Geo. II. c. 30. Bankrupts not surrendering, &¢. 





7. Concealing or em- 

« bezzling. 

§, 6 Geo, If, c.37.—Cutting down the bank of 
any river. 

9,8 Geo. TI. c.20.—Destroying any fence, lock, 
sluice, &e. 


W 26 Geo. II. ‘¢. 23.—Making a false entry in a 

marriage register, &c. five felonies. 

Il. 27 Geo. IT, c. 15.—Sending threatening letters: 
12. 97 Geo, II. c. 19.—Destroying bank, &c. Bed- 

ford Level. 

3. 3Geo. ITI. ¢. 16.—Personating out-pensioners 

of Greenwich Hospital. 

V4.2 Geo. III. c.40.—-Maliciously cutting serges. 
1b, 4 Geo. HL. c. 47.-—Harbouring | offenders 

against that (Revenue) Act, when returned } 
from transportation. 

It does not seem necessary to make any observa- 
ing in this place on the punishments of transporta- 
tmand imprisonment, which your Committee have 
Wposed to substitute for that of death in the se- 
mi of the two classes above mentioned. In their 
present imperfect ‘state they are sufficient for such 
offences; and in the more improved condition in 
which the Committee trust that all the prisuns of the 
Kingdom will soon be placed, imprisonment may be 
ped to be of soch a nature as to answer every 
Porpose Of terror and reformation. 

lll, In the more disputable questions, which re- 
late to offences of more frequent occurrence, and 
me extensive mischief, your Committee will limit 
it present practical conclusious to those cases’ to 
hich the evidence before them most distinctly re- 
tt—They cannot entertain any doubt that the 
geeral principles, which have been so strikingly 
ited and corroborated in some particular cases 
that evidence, apply with equal force to many 
, relating to which they have not had sufficient 
lime to collect the testimony of witnesses. That 
me offences which the law treats as arson, and 
re which it punighes as burglary, are not properly 
massed with these crimes, and ought not to be pu- 
i with death, would probably be rendered ap- 
it by a legislative consolidation of the laws in 
ing respecting arson and burglary—The same 
ult, thoagh in a less degree, might be expected 
Na similar operation in other important heads 
Criminal Law. 
9n the three capital felonies of, privately stealing 

‘shop to the amount of 5s.—of privately stealing 
. dwelling-house to the amount of 40s.—and of 
vately stealing from vessels in a navigable river to 
amount of 40s,—the House of Commons have 
hounced their opinion, by passing Bills fur re- 
ug the punishment to transportation or impri- 

ment, 

In proposing to revive those Bills, your Committee 
*! 4 Singular satisfaction that they are enabled to 
Prveut to the House so considerable a body of direct 
Tievre in support of opinious,- which bad hitherto 
5 rested on general reasoning, aad were ofteu 


ed by ‘their opponents to be contradicted by; 


tehce. 


‘dictments, to experienced magistrates. themselves, 
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have borne testimony, for themselves and for the 
Classes whom they represent, that a great reluctance 
prevails to prosecute, to) give evidence, and te con- 
vict, in the cases of the three last mentioned offences 5 
and that. this reluctance has had the effect of pro- 
ducing invpunity'to such ® degree, that it may be 
considered as among the teraptations to the commis- |} 
sion of crimes. Your Committee beg leave to direct 
the attention of the House to the evidence of Sir 
Archibal@ Macdonald on this atid other parts of the 
general subject, in which that venerable person has 
stated the result of many years’ experience in the 
administration of criminal law. They forbore to 
desire the opinion of the present Judges, out of] 
consideration to the station and duties of these re- 
spectable magistrates. It appeared unbecoming and} 
inconvenient that those whose office it is to execute 
the criminal law should be called on to give an 
Opinion whether it ought to be altered. As the 
Judges could not with propriety censure what they 
might soon be obliged to enforce, they could scarcely 
be considered as at liberty to deliver an unbiassed 
opinion. Of the Judges who have retired from the 
beuch, Sir William Grant and Sir Vicary Gibbs found 
it inconvenient to attend when they were requested ; 
and the Committee dispensed with their attendance, 
having reason to believe that both adhere to the 
opinions which they formerly maintained in Parlia 
ment on opposite sides of this question. Lord 
Erskine was absent from London when it was pro- 
posed to examine him; but the Committee are well 
assured that his opinions entirely concur with their 
own, Sir James Mansfield and Sir Allan Chambre 
appear to have formed an.opinion, and the Comnnit- 
tee, at their request, dispensed with their attend- 
ance. 

But, highly as the Committee esteem and respect the 
Judges, it is not from them that the most accurate and 
satisfactory evidence of the effect of the Penal Law 
can reasonably be expected. They only see the 
exterior of criminal proeeedings after they are 
brought into a Court of Justice. Of ‘the cases 
which never appear there, and of the causes which 
prevent their appearance, they. can know nothing 
Of the motives which influence the testimony of 
witnesses, they can form but a hasty and inadequate 
estimate. Even iu the grounds of verdicts they 
may often be deceived, From any opportunity of 
observing the influence of punishment upon those 
classes uf ‘men among whom malefactors are most 
commonly found, the Judges are, by their stations 
and duties, placed at a great distance. 





Your Committee have sought for evidence on 
these subjects from those classes of men who are 
sufferers from larcenies, who must be prosecutors 
where these larcenies are brought to trial, who are 
the witnesses by whom such charges must be sub- 
stantiated, and who are the jurors, by whose verdicts 
only, effect can be given to the,laws. On this class 
of persons, where the crimes are most frequent, and 
where long and extensive experience allows little 
room for error, and none for misrepresentation, or 
in other words, on the traders of the cities of Lon- 
don’ and Westminster, your Committee’ beve prin- 
cipally relied for information. ‘To the clerks at the 
offices uf magistrates, and to the offices of criminal 
courts, who receive informations, .and prepare in- 


and to the gaolers and others, who, in the perform- 
ance of their duties, haye cunstant opportunities of 
observing the feelings of offenders, the Committee 
have also directed their enquiries; their testimony 
has been perfectly uniform. 

[The Report here individually details the eubstance 
of the evidence of the following persons, teniling to 
establish “the genera! 'disinclination of traders to 
prosecute fur forgeries on themselves, or to furnish 
ithe Bank of England with the, means,of conviction, 
in cases where forged: notes are uttered.” ‘ Mr. Shel- 
ton, forty ycars Clerk of Arraigns, at the Old 
Bailey ; Sir Archibald Macdonald; T. W. Carr, esq 
Solicitor of Excise ;. Mr. Newman, Solicitor for the 
city of London; the Revs Mr. Cotton, Ordinary of 
Newgate; Mr. Colqahoun, twenty-seven years 4 
Police Magistrate of the, Metropolis; Mr, Newman, 
late keeper of Newgate; Mr. Basil Montague ; Mr. 
i{Hobler, Clerk-to-the Lord-Mayor and to the Sitting 
Magistrates in. Loudon, fon thirty, years ; Mr. Al- 











| turer of window-glass ; Mr. Isaac Lyon Goldamid,| 


, would rather be for detection than for conviction. 


DCLcI.” 


seph Curtis, currier; Mr. Wendover Fry, type; 
founder} Mr. Jobn Ganu, merchant; Sir Richard] 
Phillips, bookseller; Mr. Richard Martin, M. P.; 
Mr.James Sonper, of St. Helen’s-place; Mr. Ebene- 
zer Jobneon, of Bishepsgate-street, ironmonger ; 
Mr. Baker, of the:Tower;’ Mr. Lewis, a retired 
merchant; Mr. Garrétt,: ‘an insurance broker ; 
Messrs. Collins and Crowther, traders in Westmin- 
ster; Mr. Stephen Curtis, leather factor; Mr. 
Jacob; Mr. Jennings; Mr. Josepk Harmer, who has 
practised for twenty years as a soiicitor at the Old| 
Bailey; Mr. John Smith, M. P. banker in London; | 
Mr. Barnet, M. P. banker in London; Mr, J. F. 
Forster, a Russia merchant; Mr. E, Forster, a 
banker in London; Mr. Fry, a banker in London;| 
Dr. Lushington ; Mr. Charles Attwood, a manufac: | 


a broker to the Bank ; and Mr. Daniel Gurney, a 
banker in the county of Norfolk.] Respecting the 
testimony of the above individuals, the Report con- 
tinues :— There is no offence iu which the infliction 
of Weath seems more repugnant to the strong and 
general and declared sense of the public than for- 
gery; there is no other in which there appears to pre- 
vail a greater compassion for the offender, and more 
horror at.capital executions, And your Committee 
cannot but consider the suggestion made by these 
respectable Gentlemen as well meriting attention. 





After due consideration of this important ques- 
tion, your Committee are of opinion, that forgeries 
are a class of offences, respecting .which it is expe- 
dient to bring together and methodize the laws now 
in being. That in the present state of public feel. 
ing a reduction of the punishment in most cases of 
that crime, is become necessary to the execution of 
the laws, and consequently to the.security of pro- 
perty and the protection of commerce ; and that the 
means adopted by the legislature to return to our 
ancient standard of value, render the reformation 
of the criminal laws respecting forgeries, a matter 
of very considerable urgency. Private forgeries 
will, in the opinion of the Committee, be sufficiently 
arid most effectually repressed by the punishments 
of transportation and imprisonment, As long as 
the smaller notes of the Bank of England shall con- 








tinue to constitute the principal part of the circu- 
lating medium of the kiugdom, it may be reasonable 
to place them on the same footing with the metallic 


currency; your Committee therefore propose that]! 


the forgery of these notes may for the present remain 
a capital offence; that the uttering of forged bank 
notes shall, for the first offence, be transportation 
or imprisonment ; but that on the second conviction, 
the offender shall be deemed to be a common utterer 
of forged notes, and shall, if the prosecutor shall 
so desire, be indicted as.such,.whith will render. him 
liable to capital punishment. Respecting the offence 
of knowingly possessing forged notes, your Commit- 
tee have no alteration to suggest, but what they 
conceive could be fit in all transportable offences, 
that a discretion should be vested in the Judges to 
substitute imprisonment with hard labour for trans- 
portation, where such a substitution shall seem te 
them expedient. .As the diseovery of the actual 
forgers of Bank notes has been found -by experience 
to be in the highest degree difficult, your Committee 
consider the suggestion of the: Commissioners fur 
inquiring into the.means of..preventing forgeries, of 
offering an unusual large reward for the detection of 
forgeries, as worthy of serious consideration: to 
such. rewards -in general the Committee have an 
insuperable objection. In the case of forgery there 
are circumstances which conviderably weaken the 
objection. No jury could convict in such a case on 
the mere evidence, ofan informer, unsupported by 
the discovery of those materials, implements, and 
establishments necessary for carrying on the crimina 
system. The reward would therefore have little 
tendeucy to endanger innocent men by false accusa- 
tion. The evidence on which the conviction would 
rest must be of a sort. which can hardly deceive, 
The informer would only furnish the key, by which 
the means of evidence would be found’; the reward 


There are several pointson which your Committee 
are desirous offering some observations to the House : 
two, of these, are of great importance: the first re- 
hates tothe best means of enabling Judges to pro- 
nounce sentence of! death ouly in thuse cases where 











derma Wood, M. P. ;) Mro Wilkinson, merchant in 1 
London ; Mr. Josiah Conder; bookseller ; "Mr. Jo- 








Numerous and sespectadle witnesses 





they think it probable that death will be juflicted , 
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the segond, whether ihe establishment of unexpensive 
and accessible jurisdictions, for the trial of small 
offences, with the help of juries, but with pimple 
forma of proceeding and corrective punishments, 
might pot be a means of checking the first steps 
towards criminality. These and other parts of this 
great subject, the Committee hope that the House 
will allow them another opportunity to consider, by 
permitting them, in the next session, to resume, and 
if possible to complete their inquiries. 

The Committee consider themselves as bound te 
express their gratitude to Mr. Evans, the learned 
and most meritorious vice-chancellor of the county 


palatine of Lancaster; to Mr. Long, a respectable. 


barrister; and to Mr. Jameson, a young gentleman 
employed in the study of the law, for the liberal and 
useful aid which they have afforded during the 
whole course of the investigation, Your Committee 
will conclude by informing the House, that in pur 
suance of the various opinions and recommendations 
which they have stated above, they have instructed 
their chairman early in the next session of Parlia- 
ment, to move for leave to bring in bills, for the 
objects and purposes of which this Report is intended 
to explain the nature, and to prove the fitness,— 
July 8, 1819, 





pn nn wenn 
The Gleaner. 
* FT am but a gatherer and disposer of ather men's 
stuf.” W orton. 





EXTRAORDINARY NARRATIVE, 





TO THE EDITOR. 
Sirx,—Should the following possess sufficient interest 
to merit a place in the Kaleidoscope, its insertion wilt 


oblige 
Your constant reader, E. HK. 
EXTRACT FROM 
“HISTORICAL MEMOIRS of MY OWN TIME?” 
BY 
Sir N. William Wrarall, Bart. 

 Conversing one day, at Portici, with Lady Homila 
ton, she related to me the following story, which f 
shali endeavour to give in her own words 

*¢ About the year 174%, a person of the name of Ogile 
vie, an Irishman by birth, who practised surgery with 
great reputation at Rome, and who resided not far 
from the ‘ Piazza de Spagnia,’ in that city; being in 
bed, was called up to attend some strangers, who de- 
manded his professional assistance. They stopped be- 
fore his house, ina coach ; and, on his going to the 
door, he found two men masked, by whom be was 
desired to accompany them immediately, as the case 
which brought them admitted of no delay, and not to 
omit taking with him his lancets. He complied, and 
got into the coach ; bur, no sooner had shey quitted the 
street in which he resided, than they informed him he 
must submit to have his eyes bandaged ; the person to 
whom they were about to conduct him. being a lady of 
rank, whose name and place of abode it wasindispen- 
sable to conceal. - To this requisition he likewise subs 
mitted; and, after driving through a number of streets, 
apparently with a view ¢o prevent his forming any ac» 
curate idea of the part of the city to which he was con- 
ducted, the carriage at iength stopped. ‘The two gens 
tlemen, his companions, then alighting, and each 
taking him by the arm, conducted him into a bouee. 
Ascending a narrow staircase, they entéfed an apart- 
ment, where he was released from the bandage tied 
over his eyes. Oneof them next acquainted him, that 
it being necessary to put out of life a lady who had 
dishonoured her family, they had chosen him to per» 
form the office knowing his professional shili; that he 
would find her in the adjoining chamber, prepared to 
submit to her fate and that he must openher veins with 
as much expedit as possible, a service, for the exe» 
cution of which he would receive a liberal recome 
pense. 

Ogilvie at first peremptorily refused to commit 
an act so highly repugnant to his feelings. But the 
two strangers assured him, with solemn denuncia« 
tions of vengeance, that his refusal coukd only prove 
fatal to himself, without affording the slightest assis- 
tance to the object of his compassion; that her doom 
was irrevocable ; and that unless he chose to partici« 
pate a similar fate, he must submit to execute the office 
imposed on him. Thus situated, and finding all ens 
treaty, or remonstrance vain, he entered the room, 
where be found a lady, of a most interesting figure and 
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appearance, apparently in the bloom of youth. She 
was habited in a loose undress; and immediately after- 
wards, a female attendant placed before her a large 
tub, filled with warm water, in which she immersed 
her legs. Far from opposing any impediment to the 
act which she knew he was sent to perform, the lady 
| assured him of her perfect resignation; entreating him 
to put the sentence passed on her into execution, with 
as little delay as possible. She added, that she was 
well aware no pardon could be hoped for from those 
who had devoted her to death, which, alone, could 
explate her trespass; felicitating herself that his hu- 
manity would abbreviate ber suflerings, and soon ter- 





minate their duration. 

“ After a short conflict with his own mind, per- 
ceiving no means of extrication or escape, either for 
the lady or for himself; being moreover urged to ex- 
pedite his work by the two persons without, w ho, im- 
patient at his reluctance, threatened to exercise violence 
on him, if he procrastinated. Ogilvie took out his 
, lancer, opened her veins, and bled her to death in a 
| short time. ‘he gentlemen having carefully examined 
the body in order to ascertain that she was no more 
} after expressing their satisfaction, offered him a purse 
of sechins, as a remuneration ; but be declined all re- 
comipcnse, only requesting to be convey¢ d from ascene 





on which he could not reflect without horror. 
this entreaty they complied ; and, having again applied 
a bandage to his eyes, they led him down the same 
staircase, to tee carriage. But it being narrow, in de- 
ascending the steps he contrived to leave on one or both 
of the walls, unperceived by his conductors, the marks 
of his fingers, which were stained with blood. After 
observing precautions similar to those used in bringing 
him thither, from his own house, be was conducted 
home; and, at parting, the two masques charged him, 
if be valued his life, never todivulge, and, if possible, 
They added, 
that if he should embrace any measures, with a view 
ler it public, or to set on foot an enguiry intoit, 
wld b 
finally dismissed him at his own door, they 


neverto think, on the past transaction. 


toren 
he shy 
Jieving 
drove ofl 

“On the subsequent morning, after great irresolu- 


leaving him to bis reflections. 


tion, hg determiined, at whatever risk to his pe rsonay 
safety, not to participate, by concealing so enormoug 
acrime. It formed, nevertheless, a delicate and dilfi- 
cult undertaking to substantiate the charge, as he re- 


lady whom he had deprived of life. Without suffering 
1 im sell, however, to be deterred by these considera- 
tions, he waited on the Secretary of the Apostolic 
Chamber, and acquainted him with every particular; 
adding, that if the Government would extend to him 
protection, he did not despair of finding the house, 
avd cf bringing to light the perpetrators of the deed: 
Benedict the fourteenth, who then occupic d the Papal 
had no the information, 


inymediately commenced the most active 


chair sooner received 


‘ thar 


measures for di. 


he 
worng the offenders. A guard of 
the Shirri, or officers of justice, was appointed by his 
order, to accompany Ogilvie; who, judging from 
various circumstances, that he had been conveyed 
out of tae.city of Rome, began by visiting the villis 
scattered without the walls of that Metropolis. His 
search proved ultimately succes: ful. In the Villa 
Papa Julio, « onstructed by Pope Julius the Third, (del 
he there found the bloody marks left en the 





Monts 
wall by his fingers, at the same time that he recognised 
the aparuinent 1b which he had put to death the lady. 
‘Dhe palace belonged to the Duke de Bracciano, the 
chict of which illustrious far vily, and his brother, had 
committed the murder in the person of their own sis. 
ter. Phey no soocer fuund 
than they fled to this city, where they « isily eluded the 
tice. Al 


that 


it was discovered, 


, val vw , . . 
pursuit of ju remaining here for some 
mn, by the exertions of their 





he | rl 
time, they obtained a parcon, 











powerfal friends, on payment of a onsiderable fine to 

| the Aportole Chamber, and under the farther condi- 

i tion of atiaing over the chimney-plece of the room 

i hi where the crime had beeu pespetrat d,a plate of cop- 
ii per, commen oranne the transaction, and their peni-| 
‘4 I} tence. “Dhis plate, together with the inscription, still 

i \} continued to exist there til) within these few years. 

*Jdowever extracrdinary many circumstances of 
this story may appesl, similar events or accounts have 

been circulated and believed in other countries of 

Kurope. 1 have often been assured, both at V ienna, 
and in various other places of the German empire, | 

} that an occurrence hot less romanuuc, and more enig- 
yoatical in its mature, ty k place nm 1774 or 1775; for 

gome uncertainty prev iled as to the precise time when 

the fact was pretel ded to have happened. It is well 

known the “ Bourreay,” or pt Llc executioner of the 

city of Strat burp, althou h that plaice bas formed a 
pare of the Jrench monarchy ev since the reign of 

j Louis the Pourteet th; yet was frequently employed 

[ ! during a great part of the | century, to gece the 
1) functions of his office, on the other side of the 1 hine, 
in Swabia, on the territories of Baden, and iu the Bris- 
\ | ee, all which countries constitute a portion of Gcr- 

Al i yoany. Some persons who arrived at Scrasburgh abc r 

it te the pereo to which | has alluded having ¢ palre 

i? gs it is suid, to the house of the executioner, during the 
of i # night, demanded that be should instantly accompany 


in order to execute a criminay 
he shoul 


Pbhey particularly en- 


them out of the town, 
j of conditiol ; for which service d, of course, 


liberal remuneravion. 


reqvive a ‘ 
ne the heavy two-edged sword, with 


joined him to bri 
which he wa: 


ecustomed, in the discharge of his or-' 








dinary functions, to behead malefactors. Being placed 
in a carriage with his conductors, he passed the bridg* 
over the river, to Kehl, the first town on the eastern 
| bank of the Rhine; where they acquainted him that 
{he had a considerable journey to perform ; the object 
‘of which must be carefully concealed, as the person 
intended to be put to death was an individual of great 
' distinction. They added, that he must not oppese 
their taking the proper precautions te prevent hi® 
| knowing the place to which he was conveyed. He 
| acquiesced, and allowed them to hoodwink him. On 
|the second day, they arrived at a moated castle, the 
| drawbridge of which being lowered, they drove into 
the court. After waiting a considerable time, he was 
then conducted in a spacious hall, where stood a scaffold 
hung with black cloth, and at the centre was placed a 





With} 


infallibly immolated to their revenge}; 


niained altogether ignorant of the place to which he]! 
* bad been carried, or of the name and quality of the]! 


! or 20 feet long; consists of a soft spongy fat, and 


stool or chair, A female shortly made her appearance» 
|| habited in deep mourning, her face wholly concealed 
by a veil. She was led by two persons, who, when 
|| she was seated, having first tied her hands, next fastened 
her legs with cords. As far as he could form any 
judgment from her general figure, he considered her to 
have passed the period of youth. Not a word was 
uttered ; neither did she make any complaints, nor at- 
tempt any resistance. When all the preparations for 
her execution were completed, on a signal given he 
unsheathed the instrument of punishment, according 
to the practice adopted in the German empire, where 
the axe is rarely or never used for decapitation; and 
her head being forcibly held up by the hair, he severed 
it, at a single stroke, from her body. Without allow- 
ing him to remain more than a few minutes, he was 
then handsomely rewarded, conducted back to Kehl, 
by the same persons who had brought him tothe place, 
and set down at the end of the bridge leading to Stras- 
burzh. 

“| have heard the question frequently agitated during 
my residence in Germany, and many different opinions 
stated relative to the lady thus asserted to have been 
puttodeath. ‘The most generally adopted belief rested 
on the Princess of Tonr and Tavis, Augusta Elizabeth, 
| daughter of Charles Alexander, Prince of Wirtemberg.” 
| Vol. I. page 259-—267. 











ACCOUNT 
OF A 
VOYAGE TO SPITZBERGEN. 


(Continued from our last.) 





| 2ist, Fell in with a dead fish, This whale had 


been killed for a considerable time, and was entirely 
| covered with Mallemukkes, and other voracious birds, 
| At a distance it resembled a floating mass of feathers, 
| but on our approaching it, we were almost stunned 
|by the quarrelling noise of these Murpies. We 
brought it alongside, and stripped it of its remain- 
ing blubber. 





} 
|} weather serene, A distant view of the Icebergs re- 
flecting the rays of the sun, added an inexpressible | 


|} the appearance of illuminated Gothic castles, and 


realized the magnificence of fairy scenes. 
| 23d, Killed a largewhale, This animal, the largest | 
with which men are as yet acquainted, is of that ge- 
nus of fish termed cetaceous. Some classifiers of 
animals, because the cetaceous fish breathe by lungs, 
jpand not gills, and because they suckle their young, 
have, by a learned and laughable absurdity, ranked 
them among quadrupeds. It is needless, however, 
to say, that they want the distinguishing and decisive 
characteristics of quadrupeds ; and hence, though 
they may correspoud with them in some respects, 
they should assuredly be held (0 be of a dificrent 
race, 

The common whale, called by Linneus Balana 
Vysticetus, has, it is affirmed, been sometimes found 
160 feet long. In the seas of Spitzbergen and Green 
land, however, whales now seldom reach 70 feet, being 
generally killed before they arrive at full growth — 
Head of a triangular shape, and nearly one-third of 
the size of the fish; under lip much broader than 
}the upper. Have no teeth, but merely lamina in 
the upper jaw, similar to those found iu the bill of a 
| dack, but more closely set together, and of a black 
yevlour. ‘Tongue, in ordinary sized whales, about 18 








frequently yields five or six barrels of oil, That ar- 
| ticle in commerce, commonly known by the name of 
whalebone, is found adhering to the upper jaw, in 
thin parallel laminw, usually measuring from 3 to 
10 or 12 feet in length; of these there are generally 
200 on each side, which are fit for use, The breadth 
of the largest, at the thick end, where they are at 
| tached to the jaw, is about a foot. When the long- 
est Of these lamina measures six feet, the whale is 
‘alled a payable or size fish; for every one of which 
| that is caught, the captain generally gets 3 guineas, | 
the surgeon T, the carpenter 1, &c. 
is covered with long hair like that of a horse, which | 
vot ouly preserves the tongue from being hurt, but | 
prevents their fuod from being returued when they | 
eject the water from their mouths, 
not more than three or four inches wide; eyes and! 


fn the aniddle of the head are two ovi- | 





ears small. 


ficen, commonly called blow-holes, through which jj, 


No dorsal fin; a! 


they cject water to a great height, 
large one under each eye. Body tapers gradually 
towards the tail, which is often above 20 fect broad, | 
semi-lunar, aud horizontal in respect to the body, | 
Vemale larger than the male: her teats placed in| 
the lower part of the belly. 
The colour of the whale varies with its age ; ihe 
back of some being black, of others black and white, 
hand some are all white: under jaw and belly gene- 
1 rally white, whatever may be their age. Some old 
whales have a broad white stripe over their back : 


| down to the belly. 


THE KALELDOSCOPE. © 





22d, After having stripped off the blubber, we ||W& killed. ; Fabricius Says, that, for the most part, 
sailed north-east ; the sea was clear of ice, aud the | they briag forth but one.§ ‘The female is frequently 


||which is generally killed first by way of stratagem. 
|| beauty and grandeur to the scene. They had all | 


j\tey to breathe, which it is frequently ohtiged to do. 


The whalebone |! 


The throat is |; 





Their skin is smooth, Jubricated, and sbout one 
inch thick. I had a book bound with some of the 
epidermis, or scarf-skin, which I brought home, but 
it did not altogether answer the purpose. 

Their bodies, immediately under the skin, are co- 
vered with a layer of fat, called Llubber, from 12 to 
18 inches thick in large fish. This, in young whales, 
resembles hog’s lard; but in old ones it is of a red. 
dish colour, A large whale will produce 12, 20, and 
jsometimes 25 tons of vil, which now sells at from 
£30, to £40. per ton. ‘ 

Mr. Scoresby, jun. in a description of the Balana 
Mysticetus, published in the Memoirs of the Werne- 
rian Society of Edinburgh, gives the following table 
of the ordinary quantity of oil produced from whates 
of different size of bones. 


Bone in feet. Oil in tons, 


Bone in feet. Oil in tons. 


B cceccesee D 
O.. es SS seee 11 
10 ..ccencscodd 
1 ...000.... 16 
BD cece cnee 20 


“The blubber of a sucker,” Mr. Scoresby observes, 
|“ when very young, frequently contains little or no 
oui, but only a kind of milky fluid; ia which case, 
when the animal is deprived of life, the body sinks 
to the bottom, as also does the blubber when sepa- 
rated from it ; while the body and blubber of larger 
individuals always swim. Though the preceding 
statement be excecdingly near the truth, yet excep 
tions occur; for I have known a whale of 23 feet 
jbone produce 10 tons of oil, and one of 12 feet bone 
estimated at only 9 tons; but such instances are 
much rarer than to see one of 23 feet bone produce 
4 or 5 tons of oli.” 

The Balena Mysticetus, according to Marten and 
other North Sea voyagers, feeds chiefly upon a spe- 
cies of vermes, called Clio Limacina, or Sea May 
Fly,* which are found in suprising numbers through- 
jout the Arctic seas. According to Fabricius, the 
|principal food of the whale consists of two different 
ispecies of sea insects;+ while Linnzus maintains 
\that they live chiefly on the Medusa Cupillata, or 
jsea blubber. This last substance, commonly called 
| by Greeniandimen whate’s meat,resembles frog. spawn, 
jand is frequently seen floating on the surface of the 

Northern seas. 

Mr. Scoresby says, “that he has good reasen to 
believe that the whale feeds chiefly, if not altogether, 
lon the squill, or shrimp tribe; for, on examining 
the stomach of one of large size, nothing else was 
\found iu it; they were about half an inch Jong, semi- 
| transparent, and of a pale red colour,—f also found 
{a great quantity in the mouth of another, having 
|been apparently vomited by it. When the whale 
|feeds, it swims with considerable velocity under wa- 
|ter, with its mouth wide open ; the water enters by 
||the fore part, but is poured out again at the sides, 
j\and the food is entaugled and sifted as it were by 
j|the whalebone, which docs not allow any thing to 
|| escape.” 
|| Their time of parturition is in April, and though they 
|;are said to bring forth two young ones at a time,| 
j|yet I never saw more than one along with such as 
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jtaken when endeavouring to save her young one, 


She then strives to take it away under her fins; but 
in the midst of these efforts, being overtaken by the 
boats, she falls a victim to her maternal affection. 

The female, during pregnancy, which is about 9 
or 10 months, is very fat; and the cub, when exclu- 
ded” is black, and about 10 feet long. It continues 
at th e breast fur a year. To suckle her young, the 
mother throws herself upon one side on the surface 
of the water; she is frequently seen carrying it on 
her back, and when she has occasion to go to the 
bottom, takes it with her ander one of her fins, 

Whalebone was formerly an article of great value 
in commerce, and at oue time sold for £600, per ton. 
{t is not now, however, worth a twentieth part of 
that snm, and is not an ebject of any attention to 
the whale fishers. We may remark, that by an old 
feudal law, the fail of all whales belonged to the 
Queen,|| as a perquisite to furnish ber Majesty's 
wardrobe with whal-bone. A strong proof of the 
ignorance that at that time prevailed respecting 
this animal, 

The flesh of the whale is variously prepared by 
the Greenlanders, and is used either when newly 
catched, or when sub-putrid. The skin, tail, and 
fins, they eat raw; the binbber is used either as food, 
or in lamps; they dress the intestines like those of 
the seal. The tendons serve them as thread for nets. 
The bones serve as timber for rovtivg their houses, 
aud other domestic purposes; and Gshing-rods of the 
best quality are made from the whalebone € 

The common whale, notwithstanding its magni- 
jtude, swims with surprising agility, and generally 
jagainst the wind. The flat position of its tail en- 
jables if to ascend suddenly to the surface of the wa 





| Whales are very harmless and timid; but when at- 
jtacked, frequently strike the boats a dangerous blow 
jwith their tails, in which their greatest streugth lies 
About midsummer, when they begin to couple, they 
jare very wild, and difficult to catch, unless harpooned 
‘during copulation,** or when found sleeping on the 
water, 

Their fidelity to each cther is said to be very great. 
Anderson tells us, that having struck one of two 
!whales, a male and a female, that were in company, 


‘ 





| § 29 and 30. 
Logierian System. 


H daughter’s daily lessons, &c. 

















Blackstone, vo). 1. p. 223. Edit. ™ 
Compare Fab. de Bal. Myst. with Arrian, 


** Congreditur corpore erecto, capit 
( € supra 
prominente. Faun. Groenl. loc. cit. — ay 


(To be continued.) > -—~ 
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TO THE EDITOR. 





Sir,—It is of no use my giving a list 
; I tell you, Sir, she 
not play ; at least, in the manuer] had reason t 
pect. It is true she can play most of the ~ 
she brings home, and, which I have heard her pla 
thousand times over; it is also true, and init 4 
astonishing, that she can play them with or wit 
book: this, I suppose, iscaused by her hearing 
so often at schoul, often enough to dioguet 5 
when I desire her to play me a simple sonata, 
Pleyel, or any other easy piece of music, she “ 
not; and I now now that she is not singular 
Mr. Editor, unless the teachers, or other peray 
competent, come forward and give sone prow 
support of Mr. Logier’s general assertion, « that 
young person, with three years tuition by his . 
tem, would be able to play the works of Cone 
Haydn, Mozart, &c. and to analyse them alsa} 
shall think it my duty to go to some ex pence hi 
der to inform the whole kingdom, that, I have fou 
that assertion not borne out by experience, 
Yours, &c. 


Of ny 








SIMON GULLED 
November 25th, 1819. 





TO THE EDITOR. 

S1r,—When one of two disputants begins to eg) 
his antagonist names, it is evident that the Caller of 
names has a bad case. 

My letter in the Kaleidoscope the 16th inst, i 
according to Q. 1m your last, “a disgrace to they, 
thor.” Indeed! Then “1 have some case for 
prejudice.” Interested of course! “ It is evident 
I write only from what I think.” 6 My ignorayy 
and arrogance show that I do not aim et tra)” 
“ My positive and presumptive manner arises fiyn 
my not having read the classics.” ‘Then despising 
poor Gulliver, he gives a quotation from Locke! 
Locke and Logier !—naimes that should not be men 
tioned in the same hemisphere. Mercy on y' 
Learning and the Logierian system! ‘ 

‘¢ Things so averse, they never yet, 
* But in his rambling fancy met.” 


Q. would wish the public to believe that he is; 
man of learning, and, that the Logierian system mut 
be what it professes tu be, or, that he, a reader 
the profound Locke, would not defend it! 

One fact is worth a hundred arguinents, @ 
should answer “ Simon Gulled” by proofs aul at 
by asking questions. He should state what oui 
of pupils, educated by thé Lozierian system intis 
town, have been sent home cepable of playing tle 
works cf Corelli, Haydn, &c. and of analsziy 
them, Not one word is said on this importut 
head. No. no. 

“Tis a shocking suggestion, 

“ Don’t answer that question.” 
This would have been the way to convince Siu 
that his daughter has little talent. 

But he asks if she have learned nothing in thre 
years? Oh! ob! is it come to this? 

The Logierian system has been tried four years it 
this town, and ought, from Mtr. Logier’s public d- 
claration, to have produced fine players and able 
theorists. Where are they ? 

As to eramivation, let the parents cf any of the 
pupils, who have learned from its first comment. 
ment here, place before those pupils a sisple wm 
certo or song, bear if they can play it, and the 
judge between Q. and 

Your cbedient servant, 
PHILO GULLED. 
Nor. 24, 1819. 
a: 








cence 


To the Editor of the Kateidoscope.—Seing an alnitt 
of Mr. Browne, as an actor, and one who would feel muth 
regret at the propogation of any report to his disadva 
age, [ could much wish to be informed, throagh the 
medium of your paper, whether the non-compliant 
with the request made at his benefit, on Monday evenug 
last, to recite ** Goldfinch’s Journey,” was owing toll 
theatrical ctigauctle observed by the managers, in cass 
where the performance called for does not appear in the 
bills. Many cf his friends have an idea that he might 
have complied had he pleased; and are by no meéis 
satisfied with the apology which he made: I, howevts 
am. of a difivrent opinion ; and am convinced it would 
have given him pleasure in gratifying, could he have 
done it, an audience so highly numerous and respectable. 
My motive in thus troubling you, is, by means of the 


| information required, to remove any imputation attachet 


to him by his friends of disregard to them. 


25th Nov. 1819. ARGUS. 








Singular Fact.—The lovers of natural history my, 
find annusement in the following article :— f+. Gray, @ 
Tower-sircet, Chichester, has at this time in his posts 
sion a hawk and a pigeon, both of which, for some imontis 
past, have been together in a sinall garden. From dont 





| the wounded fish made a long and terrible resist- 
jance; it struck down a boat with three men in it, 
iwith a single blow of the tail, by which all went to 
‘the bottom: The other fish attended its ctlnipanilinia | 
‘and leut it every assistance, till, at last, the fish that! 
was struck sunk under the number of its wounds 3 
| while its faithful associate, disdaining to survive the} 
loss, stretched itself upon the dead fish, and shared} 
its fate. B 





* Phipps, p. 195. 

+ Cancer pedatus et oculatus. 
Br. Zool. Edit. 1769, vol. iii, 
Faun, Groenl. loc. cit. 


Faun. Groenl. p.33. 
p- 37. 


~_— 


meer 
ciliary treatment, their natural antipathics are quite Obl 
teratcd, and the pigeon is completely muster of his com 
pauion, which he never fails to evince, if at any tt 
the latter encroach on his demesne. 


An Irish orphan boy, posseesing extraordinary pow" 
of speed, reached Swansca oa Wednesday evening, aboll 
half-past nine: he left Cardiff at half-past two, 4 
started from Cowbridge with the Cambrian coach, alent 
side which he ran thither, beating the coach, and pé 
forming 2 distance of full forty-five miles in seven hows 
lie says that he can run a smgle mile in five minute 
but cannot accomplish with ease more than ten miles pf 
hour; aud after completing thirty miles can start ag 








as fresh as when he began——Bristol Mercury. 
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» Sctentific Records. 


edit Gt IP 
(Continued from page 66.) 





The 15th number of the Quarterly Journal of Sci. 
and the Arts was published at the commence. 

t of this month. - The 7th article gives a long 
description and wood-cut of the mammoth, or fossil 
pant, discovered in Siberia: it is abridged from 
oF by Dr. Silesius, in the Memoirs of the Peters- 
fh Academy. Having before given the most 
al points of this statement in the Mercury, 
ages |’, and Kaleidoscope, ‘vol. i. p. 47, 
we deem it unnecessary tu take any other notice 
of it than to remark that Dr, Silesius very correctly 
paintains, that the animal remaius.so frequeutly dis- 
red in Siberia and other northera regions of the 

Jd should not be confuunded with those of South 


a 
burgh 
materi 
vol. 9P 


a to which Cavier gives the name of Mas- 
pion, ‘This latter animal, though of immense size, 


ifers materially from the mammoth, or elephant, 
gan which it has a deal longer back, is lower, and 
gust have rather closely represented a gigantic pig, 
sith a flexible snout, similar to the tapir, On the 
other hand, there remains not a doubt, that the ani- 
mals discovered in Siberia, &c. are in reality ele 
yauts, Which move nearly resemble the Indian than 
the African species 5 and which have cither fortnerly 
jned there, and been enabled to support the incte- 
pency of the climate, or have been transferred there 
by some of those violent revolutions to which our 
globe is subject. ; 

~The Lith and 12th articles are occupied by the 
memoirs of Professor Playfair and De. Watt, which 
we gave in our present volume, pages 33 and 49. 





STEAM BOATS ON THE MISSISSIPPI, 
from a report published Ly Mr. Robinson, we find 
that there is now in operation oa the river Missi- 
sippi aud its tributary streaus, thirty-five steam 
hats, the united tonnage of which amounts to 7,259 
jou, In other parts of the States, thirty new steam 
wats are likewise building, which will carry 5,995 
tons, And since steam boats were introduced into 
America, it appears that only seven have been lost 
vatious accidents. 





CHESNUT WOOD USED AS TANNIN, 





There is an account given by Mir. W. Sheldon, in 
in Professor Silliman’s Journal, of the chesaut tree, 
at the application of its wood to the purposes of 
tanning and dying. By analysis it is found, that 
chesnut wood contains twicea much tannin as cleat- 
idoak bark, aud six-sevenths as much colouring 
witter as logwood. Leather tanned with it is de. 
gribed as superior to that tanued with oak bark. 
Ink made with it is admirable, aud in dying it seems 
have a greater allinity for wool than either galls 
or sumach, causiug therctore a more permanent 
coluer. 


SINGULAR ANECDOTE OF THE SPIDER. 
é _—_—_—eo_ 
(By Captain Bagnold. ) 
—_ 


Desirous of ascertaining the natural food of the scor- 
pion, I inclosed.one (which measured three quarters of 
ai inch from the head to the irsertion of the tail) in a 
widenouthed phial, together with one of those large 
giders, so common in the West Indices, and closed it 
viha cork, perforated by a quill, for the admission of 
tit; the insects seemed caretully to avoid each other, 
ruting to opposite ends of the bottle, which was placed 
hurizontally. By giving it a gradual inclination, the 
scorpion. was forced into contact with the spider, when 
asharp encounter took place, the latter receiving re- 
peated stings from his venomous adversary, apparently 
without the least iniry, and, with his web, soon lashed 
the scorpion’s tail to his back, subsequently securing 
his legs and claws with the same materials. In this state 
I left them some time, in order to observe whai effect 
would be produced on the spider by the wounds he had 
recived. On my return, however, I was disappointed, 
the ants having entered and destroyed them both. 

Inthe West Indies I have daily witnessed crowds of 
theselittle insects destroying the spider or cockroach ; as 
soon as he is dispatched, they catry him to their nest. I 
have frequently seen them drag their prey perpendicu- 
laly up the wall, and although the weight weuld over- 
come their united efforts, and fall to the ground, per- 
haps. twenty times in succession, yet, by unremitting 
peseverance, and the aid of a reiuforcement, they al- 
Wayssucceeded. 

Astruggle ef this description once amused the officers 
of His Majesty’s ship Retribution, for nearly half an 

wr; 2 large centipede entercd the gun-room, surround- 
ed by an immense concourse of ants; the deck for four 
or five fect around was covered with them, his body and 
linbs were encrusted with his Lilliputian enemies, and 
athouzh thousands were destroyed by his exertious to 
escape, they ultimately carried him in triumph to their 

WELUNS, 

In the woods near Sierra I.cone I have several times 
sen the entire skeletons of the snake beautifully dis- 
seeted by these minute anatomists. 

From these circumstances, it would appear that ants | 
are a considerable check to the increase of these venomous | 
reptiles, so troublesome in the torrid zone; their indus- 
Uy, perseverance, courage, and numerical force, seem 
© strengthen the conjecture; in that case they amply 
tauunerate us for their own depredations, 








COMPARATIVE TABLE OF THE EXTENT, POPULATION, | 
RICUES, DEBTS, REVENUES, AND TAXES, OF GREAT | 
BRITAIN AND FRANCE, FOR THE YEAR 1819. 

—_ 


‘ Great Britain and Ireland. France. 
SUTACCssuecsesssreeree — 21y114,000 hect. —_ 52,000,000! 
Population ....ccccooee 12,600,000 ind. 29,827,000 


Agricultura! Capital G1,0C0,000,000 fr. 57,522,000,000 | 


Gioss prod 3 m 
po candy 5,875 ,000,000 
Net produce ditto... 1,461,590,000 
Gross produce of 
Manufacturing 
Ncustry ..... 


4,679,090,000 
1,545,000,000 , 


2,250,000,000 1,404,000,009 


Horses, Mules, &c. 1,818,000 1,657,000 
a ee ee 7,200,000 4,682,000 | 
Sheep, &c, .., . 40,860,000 535,189 000 | 





Value of Exports ma 1,060,000,000 


| Poe “95,000,000 10,500,000 
Public Debt ......... 20,000,000,000 3,050,000,000 
Interest thereon ..... 1,000,000,000 232,000,000 
Revenue of the state 1,500,000,000 889,210,000 
Proportion of 10-1 1 399,000,000 $27,790,000 

dividuals......00. Res ae: 


|| various disorders. 


| with his hands. Just the same power dice 
blind the human mind to evidence; so that, on viewmy || 


570,000,000 || 
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(Gazette de France.) 
The population of Great Britain and Ireland is, ac- 
cording-to the best authoritics, about 17,000,000 souls. 





THE SEA SERPENT. 


The Gazette de France contains an extract of a letter 
from a Dutch merchant, who recently went to America, 
giving some account of the famous Sea Serpent which 

as appeared on the shores of the United States. He 
says— ; 

** We were sailing with alight wind, the land bein 
about six miles distant, when all at.once we felt a shoc 
which made us think we had struck upon a rock. We, 
however, were soon undeceived, by seeing above the 
waves, the head of the greatest monster I ever beheld. 
He raised himself about fifteen fect above the surface of 
the water, and coming towards us, he glided across the 
stern of the vessel in such a manner as almost to upset 
us. A cabin boy, who was near the bowsprit, was over- 
whelmed by the enormousmass. A’ sailor then advanced 
courageously and fired at, the serpent with a carbine, 
but the ball rebounded from his scales, and appeared 
not to make the least impression upon him. The ani- 
mal turning quickly, seized the sailor round the mid- 
dle, and plunged with him under water. Our tackle 
was broken, and our bowsprit almost unshipped.. While 
we were occupied in repairing the damage we had sus- 
tained, we again saw the monster lying on the sur“ace of 
the water, but we saw our unfortunate sailor no more.” 





IMPORTANT DISCOVERY. 

The physicians, surgeons, and apothecaries of Dublin 
have signed the following certificate and detailon :—n 
“That we consider the discovery of the medicinal proper- 
ties of Oil of Turpentine as one of the gréatest that has 
ever been made in physic.—That it appears from medical 
history, that child-bed fever has hitherto desolated society 
in every part of the globe where it has appeared, and the 
instances of recovery from that dreadful malady are so 
few as justly to entitle it to the a of an incur- 
able disease. That it falls within the knowledge of such 
as are engaged in the practice of midwifery, that the 
Oil of ‘Turpentine is an infallible specific in this com- 
plaint; and that although other remedies may with 
advantage be employed in conjunction, yet to the speci- 
fic influence of turpentine we ascribe the removal of the 
disease of child-bed fever in every case. That mankind 
is indebted for this great discovery to the zeal, ability, 
industry of Dr. John Brenan. That we believe his 
humane disclosure of this very important secret has 
been the means of saving a multitude of lives, and that 
it will even prove to be one of the most valuable legacies 
that ever was bequeathed to eget by the genius of 
an individual. That we hold his discovery to be greater 
than that of Dr. Jenner, in as mnich as that small-pox 
had an antidote, and that child-bed fever had not; and 
that, for this, his very great discovery, we deem Dr. Bre. 
nan deserving of the gratitude of the whole human race 
and eminently entitled to any reward which the boy,25 





they had not been present, he might probably have de- 


THE’ KALEIDOSCOPE. 








The following is a correct extract of the case in Plow 
den’s ‘Reports, in which Mr. Harmer referred on 
several occasions in the course of the day: 

‘* A report of certain points, which were ruled at the! 
Sessions, held at the Town of Salop, on Monday, the} 
9th day of July, in the 1st year of Queen Mary, and 
icontinued all that week before Sir T. Bromley, Knight, 
Chief Justice of the King’s Bench ; Sir R. Townshend, 
Knight, Serjeant at Law ; W. Simons, apprentice, and 
the Queen's Attorney, in the Marches of Wales, and. 
\E. Plowden, barrister, of the Middle Temple, and 
others, being Justices of the Peace, &c. In that case, 
divers s were indicted for killinga man, viz. some 
ifor giving.the wounds whereof he died, and others, for! 
lthat they were present, aiding, comforting, and abetting | 
ithe others to, commit the said murder. And they who 
|gave the wounds to the man, and killed him, had fled and , 
jescaped, and the others were brought to the bar. And 
whether they should be arraigned or no, was a doubt, 
and was moved to the other Justices by Bromley ; for 
he said to them, that although they who were present | 
and abetting were principals, as well as those who struck 
Ihe man and ki him, yet they are the principals in | 
the second degree, in respect that the others who struck | 
the man and killed him are principals in the first degree, 
by reason of the act of killing him, and these others 
who abetted them and were present are also principals, | 
but that in the second degree only, anc in respect of the) 
first act; for if the others did not kill the man, then if 
the others who were abettors and presenc should be now 
arraigned, and it should as oe that they should be 
found guilty, and afterwards the others who are indicted 
for giving the stroke and killing the man should be taken 
and arraigned, and it should happen that they were 
acquitted, as it might be, then I would know your opi- 
nions what should be done. The other Justices above 
mentioned, after advising thereof for two days, held 
clearly enough that they might proceed with the prisoners 
now at the bar, without any inconvenience arising from 
it; for, they said, that when many came to do an act, 
and one only does it, and the others are present abetting 
him, or ready to aid him in tite fact, they are principals 
to all intents as much as he that does the fact; for, 
the presence of the others is a terror to him that 1s 
assaulted , so that he dare not defend himself; for if a 
man sces his enemy, and twenty of his servants coming 
to assault-him, and they all draw their swords and sur- 
round him and one only strikes him, so that he dies 
thereof, now the others shall with good reason be ad- 
judged as great offenders as he that struck him; for if 











fended himself, and so have escaped; but the number! 
of the others being present, and ready to strike him also, 
shall be adjudged a great terror to him, so as to make| 
him lose his courage and despair of defending himself, 
and by this means they are the occasion of his death. 
So that their presence is the cause of terror, and terror! 
is the reason hat he receives the wounds, and the wounds | 
are the cause of his death. And then, inasmuch as both | 
together, viz. the wounds and the presence of the others | 
who gave no wounds at all are adjudged the cause of! 
death, it follows that all of them, viz. these that strike! 
and the rest that are present, are in ejual degree, | 
and cach partakers of the deed of the other. And the| 
'fact, as to him that is dead, and as to the punishment of 
jit, (although it consists of two parts,) yet in law it is 
|without division; and notwithstanding there is but one 

















of Government can bestow.” 


A superb hydrangia, in the pleasure-grounds of the | 
Earl of Ashburnham, of the more rare and delicate | 
variety, bears flowers of a bright lilac colour 5 of these | 
it produced the surprising number of 680 distinct heads. | 
It was no less than four feet and a half in height, and 24 
feet in circumference; and although of this remarkable | 
size, the Inxuriance of its elegant bloom was so great, | 
as completely to cover it. | 





Singular Phenomenon.—As & man of the name of | 


at Frampton-upon-Severn, he observed, ata small dis- | 
tanc2, an enormous fish basking in the water. ‘The tide 
ebbing rapidly, the fish was left dry, and was found to | 
be a whale, of the following dimensions :—length 16 
feet 9 inches, breadth 10 feet. ‘The eyes and part of the 
skin are now in the possession of a Mr. W. Gibbs, of 
this city.—Bristol Mercury. 


of Lansdown in the following novel manner. Some 


young gentlemen of the grammar School at Bath, were 


imitation of a ag bird, which the 
served gradual 
rca coe the kite, the bird suddenly elevated 
itself to a consiterable height, and then pounced down 
upon it. ‘The kite instantly fell to the ground with the 
bird upon it, when it was perceived that the hawk had 
entangled its claws in the string, and the scholars ran to 
capture it, which they effected, but not before the ir hands 
were much lacerated. The hawk is now kept in the 
garden on Ston-hiil, 





Niscellantes. 





Popular Disapporntment.—W c learn from the Ame- 








|, upon as given by him who gave it, by himself, and given 


| | 


Bennet, on Monday last, was working near the beach, |! which our King has had made as a present for the Duk 


| 


A large sparrow hawk was taken last week on the brow | 


| 
| 
| 
: ¢ rinafl 
amusing themselves with flying a paper kite, made in | 
hawk was soon ob- | 

to approach ; and, after having made a | 
| 

| 


|wound given by one oniy, yet it shall be adjudged in 
jlaw the wound of every one, that is, it shall be looked 


iby the rest by him as their minister and instrument. 
And it is as much the deed of the others, as if they had 
jall jointly holden with their hands the club or other in- 
\strument, with which the wound was given, and as if they 
jhad altogether struck the person that was killed.”—See 
| Plowden’s Reports, vol. 1, p. 96, a. 97. a 98. 


| 7 a 








| Dresden, Oct. 8.—** Last week a most magnificen| 
\dessert service of massive china was exhibited here} 


of Wellington, On the plates, nine dozen in number 
a repainted the victories and triumphal processions of his 
Grace, as well as beautiful Saxon, Spanish, and other 
Weider The edge of the plates is ornamented with a 


| golden wreath of laurel and oak, bound with white and 
jgreen ribband. We have never seen any thing more 
beautiful. Each plate costs 40 dollars. 


American wonders.—The Americans have long been 
amusing the world with accounts of a sea-serpent a mile! 
long ; and now they have discovered a flounder as big 
as a house, according to the following paragraph in a 
New York pees which we have revelved :—** We learn 
from a gentleman of the first veracity, that a flounder, 
as large as the front of a two-story house, was caught in 
one of the creeks on the south side of Long Island. 
This ‘fish was chased in from sea by a shoal of sharks, 
and had been badly wounded by them.” 








Aniiquitics.~-In ae the improvements at the 
bottom of the hill leading from Folkestone to Dover, 
numerous skeictons have been dug up. The bodies ap- 
pear to have been interred about two feet below the sur- 
face, in graves hewn out in the chalk. From the iron 
head of a spear and the blade of a sword being found 
near the head of one of the skeletons, the skull of which 
was displaced upon its breast, it is conjectured that the 
bodies were buried there after one of the numerous skir- 











rican Papers, that a riot had taken place in Philadelphia, 


by the rioters. ‘I'he editor of The Columbran Centinel, 
'a Boston Paper, sarcastically observes, that an Zucen- | 


1¢ ° . . r 

| gical meaning of Philadelphia) is one of the anomalies 

of modern tines. 

a4 ores ae a ! 
A hand-bill, dated Meikleriggs Moor, in Scotland, on | 

the 30th of October, calls on th 


ne of Wallace’s Oak in the Torr Wood, and there to 
swear a solemn oath ** never to rest until all borough- 
mongers are done away with, all pensions, and all—taxes 
on their drink at breakfast and at dinner. 


Radical Cures.—A great advertising doctor in this | 
town, in the last Saturday’s paper, extols the exceeding | 
,gentleness, RADICALNESS, &e. with which he cures | 
How could the editor reconcile such | 
‘contradictory tervhs as GENTLE and RADICAL ? | 











| Natural History of the Moukey-—Let a monkey be | 
chained, (says the Gallia Gazette, ) so that you may ob- | 
‘serve his motions minutely ; look him in the face, and | 
he will turn it from you; hold his head stil, and he will | 
turn away his eyes; approach him so near as to force 
yourself upon his vision, he snenationsly covers his eyes 

las prejudice to 





ithe conduct of some people, one might be tempted to | 


! exclaim— ; x ! 
** Men are but monkics of a larger growth. {cracked bells their original sound, without refounding. | 


lou occasion of the intended ascent of a balloon, when !|the ianding of Wil 
the Pavilion of the Vauxhall was burnt to the ground ||a two-edged one. 


1e east, west, north, and south, to assemble around the | 


mishes which took — upon that Jine of the coast a 





Polenkin, the Favourite of Catherine U.—The fol. 


liary Mob in the city of Brotherly Love (the etymolo- jj lowing anecdote wit afford some idea of the wit and pre.| 
||} sumption ef this young man, who is allowed to have pos. 


| 

| sessed considerable talents :—Happening to be once sum. ; 
moned to Council while engaged at a party of cards, he 

| refuse d to stir. The astonished messenger, wnaccus- 


e Scotch Reformers from |}tomed to such an instance of disobedience, and afraid of 


being implicated in his guilt, humbly besouyht Potem- 
kin to furnish him with an excuse; on this the favourite 
referied him to tie Bible, and on being requested to men 


tion the passage, he gaily replied, **in the first Psalm | 
and the first verse, there you will find, Beatus vir yui | 


non adest concilio unpioruin. Blessed is the man who' | 
participateth not in the counsels of the wicked. j 


Acerbi, in his travels through Finland, relates a very 
curious law which prevails at Abo, if adopted in this 
country, would totally put an cud to that abominable 
traffic carried on by resurection-men. It is, that th 
bodies of all pensioners and sinecure-placemen, after ther 
decease, become the property of the state, and are de 
ilivered to the surzeons for dissection. Thus, if they | 


never did any good in their lives, they were net wholl) \j = 


(useless in their dexih. What excelient anatomical sub- |} 
‘jects would such « law as this produce in England ! ly 


-— | 
M. Barigozzi, of Verona, has resolved a cingular 
iproblem. He has discovered the art of restoring to! 


iam the Conqueror.—The sword is|| 


cf 
| | | 
' 


TO THE BDITOR, 
S1r,—Of all the characters which Mr. Kemble so 
long and so exclusively made his own, few were more 
decidedly so than Coriolaaus. His grandeur iv this 


| part bas left such an impression on the public mind, 


that it will be long ere any one will be admitted equaf 
tolim. An actor of modesty and talent must feel 
the diiliculty of the attempt; and, in proportion as 
he appreciates the unrivalled beauties of Kemble, 
will be bis diffidence in offering himself to the pub 
lie attention as his successor, No actor at present 
au the stage can look the character as Kemble did 
in this respect natare has placed a gulf before them 
which they can never hope to pass — But Curiolanus 
is not a mere character for oxhibition—an actor 
possessing a good face and form, »!though inferior to 
Mr. K. in these respects, but equal to him in the 
couception of the character in geoveral, and in a mi- 
nute discrimination of it in detail, superior to bin 
in strong aud vivid feeling, and more able to com 
municate the overwhelming influence of passiou—on 
actor with these bigh qualifications, and a voice more 
capable of giving full, uniform, and continued effect 
to them, need be under no apprehension of the fond 
remembrance of Mv, Kemble operating to his dis- 
advantage. 

Mr. Vandenhoff’s Coriolanus, on Friday evening, 
fully evinced the truth of these observations. A 
more animated avd discriminating portrait of the 
haughty and contemptuous Roman caunet easily bx 
conceiveu, The scorn, the resentment, the pride, 
the martial spirit, the love of country, aod the con- 
tempt of popular applause, which are the uncon 
trolable attributes of Corivlanus were all given in a 
style swperlatively good, 

Excellent as are some other of the performances 
of Mr, Vandenhof, they are all completely thrown 
into the shade by the towering ove of lastnight. | 
cius Junius is the character ia which Mer, ¥. has hi 
therto been most esteemed. His Coriolanus is as 
much superior as Shakspeare is to Lee, to Howare, 
Payne. Never did he, and seldom have any exbilit 
ed a picture so uniformly and decidedly corroet, «1 
so variedly or chastely coloured. tu face and forn 
Mr. Kemble had certainly the superiority—in us 
thing else could T perceive it, Me. Vandenhot!’ 
conception of the part throughout was fully equa 
to Mr. Kemble, aud his execution was only iu very 
few instances inferior, The only entive scene of My 
“3s which would not rather gain than lose by the 
comparison, was the last, 

Lam fully aware of the faults of Mr. Vandenhot, 
and have not failed on other eccasions to pint then 
out—the next season I may, perhaps, do so more sé 
verely, 1 expected them in his Coriolanus, but ti: 
fact is, that vothing but his excellencies could ti 


< 


|| scen—his faults were vanished—intellect, taste, fee! 


ing, and strong discrimination imbued the whole pe: 

formance. If it was not absolutely perfeet, 1 cay 

only say that its imperfections were beyoud my he 

I was on the watch for them the whole evening, bs 

they effectually eluded my grasp. GN 
Tuesdag Noon, Nov, 23, 1819, 





Some of the Prussian critics having claimed Madan. 
Catalani, as a countrywoman, born at Magdeburg, th t 
celebrated singer has published a letter in a Berlin jou 
nal, in which she states that she ie a native of Sinigaglia, 
in Italy, where her father and mother ave still hving : she 


i er relates, that ¢ e age of seven years she enterc 
\| further relates, that at the age of ny ! 


the convent of St. Lucie, at Gubbio (one of the Romar 
states), and remained there ti'l the age of fourteen, whe 
she began her musical carcer. 


Tangible Bon Mot.—-When the celebrated Mr. Curva: 
was last in Scotlnnd, he learned that the officiating Prix 
of the Hymeneal 'Pemple at Gretna, no longer ferg 
the chains of wedlock, as he was not now a blacksniit 
but a tobacconist.—** So much the better,” said M 
Curran, ** for he will make the happy couple give gui. 
pro quo!” 





SELECT BE AUTIES Or 
Chees, 


*© Ludinius effigione belli,” srccoeseeeeV DAs 





<tieinie 
GAME XIX. 
tities 
The White has the Move, and gives Checkemat 
three Moves. . 
(Lolli, puge 523.) 
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_ FROM TRE LITERARY GazETTE. 





Ihe Orford Spy, in four Dialogues, ith an Introduction. 
Fourth Baition Oxford, 1419, 12m. pp. 159. 
— 

The number of editions to which this little volume 
‘ne run, had it infinitely ‘less merit to recommend it than 
it gre | pessesscs, eal entitle it to our notice; and we 
can only ascribe our not having performed that duty be- 
‘ore, to, the locality of the subject, which in the first in- 
stance confined it to circulation about the sceve of its 


oft arc seen two forms to stride. 
all the crowd, call’d Prejudice and Pride. 
ut Pedantry you more might hear soe 5 
a a 
Tries every chiureel by the hile of ee. 


This, Isis, this was he, who stopp’d thy woe, 

When a sad nation bade its tears o’érflow ; 

Wren SHE, the Star, who shone the brightest here, 

Left carth,—to flourish in a fitter sphere !* 

-In the ensuing mimbers, ‘Proctors and Tutors fare 

little better than the heads of houses ; but their assailant 
is called to order by his friend, who reproves him for 
running such a muck, by a story very apropos. 





site, and to the absence of that sort of noise and noto- 
rvety whieh usually distinguishes a London from a ct 
vincial publication. 
.ood claims upon gencral attention ; and we may alimost | 
hazard the assertion, that since Pope’s satires were writ- 
en, a more able performance has not appeared in thi 
pecies of composition. There is ‘mech sound sense, 
mooth versification throughout, frequent beauties of 
thought, and happy embellishments of style: and, wl at 
perhaps is its highest praise, the satire is neither personal 
nor bitter, but directed against a system of education of 
which the writer disepproves, in a tone, which, we pre- 
sueic, can hurt no private feeling, nor bring any thing 
truly excellent into disrepute, 

The Introduction is only a statement in prose of what 

aticrwards enforced in the Dialogues, and might in our 
opimon, have either been shortened or spared. We do 
ot like ameal of two dishcs, to consist of the same meat 
mily ditlerently dressed—one ley of mutton boiled, and 
the other roasted ; and shall therefore help our readers 





a slice of the latter alone, on the assumption that in |! 
| 


us respect their tastes agree with ours. Without fur- 
vier preface then, we approach the poetry of the Oxford 


Nyy, which will not, we trust, through our culinary me- || 


taphors, be mistaken for the Oxford Sausage. 
wo frients discuss the subject of the plan for in- 
-tructing youth pursued at this renowned university : the 
, ©, defends, and the other, P, (it may be supposed 
with the advantage of argument,) condemns. 
is objections with reiterated earnestness, and seems to 
have the conviction of the public, and especially of the 
vithorities at Oxford, sincerely at heart. His main pro- 
position is, Ghat the light of modern science is neylected ; 
aod that while students are taught to pore over useless 


antiquity, words, instead of things, occupy and confound |) 
wr minds. But we will bring lina to illustrate his own |! 


doctrines: the following is a vivid picture of the disap- 
tmeat of a Freshman on entaring these schools, 

Heav'n! how [ hop'd, in studions calm to find 

Peace for the soul, and wisdom for the mind! 

Hiow swift, how bright, the kindling visions came! 

How burn the thirst of science and of fame! 

W hat bade these feelings ebb, ye pedants, say ? 

What broke the dream, and rent the veil away ? 

What cash'd these hopes to nothing ?—’"Twas to see 

Such folly cloth’d in such solenmity 5 

To sce, amid the foldings of the gown, 

Turk the same failings which disgrace the town; 

Suleen, envy, meanness, pride but ill represt, 

And all the meaner passions of the breast, 

Mix’d with the calm which leaves no trace behind, 

The sullen, sad, monotony of mind. 

©»! though remote from Isis toil and strife, 

Avi all the deeper interests of life ; 

Y moals to feeling, and to mature true, 

Who love retirement, "ts no place for you! 

No place for thee, whom young romance has taught 

fo nurse ideal luxury of thought ; 

Wie feel'st a joy, to vulgar minds unknown, 


Po 
' 


The Oxford Spy has, nevertheless, | | 


I. urges |! 


A statute once, Apollo, Jove, or Pan, 

T.ook'd, in the moonlight, like an honest man : 

| A drunken Lord came mutt’ring half a song, 

And, fall of wine and valour, reel’d alon 

Just where he should got. ** Damn it! can’t you stir? 
Why did you let me run against you, Sir;” 

| And first, *tis said, he challeng*d ‘it outright 

| To meet with pistols at the dawn of fight, 

It mov'd not, spoke not’; so his Lordship thought 
He'd best chastise the scoundrel on the spot. 
Then straight attacks the statue where it stood, 
| Breaks his own fist, and covers it with blood : 
| ‘Till, tir’d of victory, slow he tumbles on, 
| Exulting in the thoughts of glory won : 
1 


lo 

** Well, as I hope, I’ve bd him manners now; 

And, by my soul! he ne’er returned a blow !” 

Our literary Drawcansir, howeve*, is not to be repuls- 
jed; he renews the combat, and we think his attack on 
ithe race of commentators a successful exploit. 

Still it is true, that Isis fairly claims 
Her names illustrious—now alas! but names. 

Or, just to living science, yet may smile 

‘Yo see her Gaistord,,and her Elmsley toil ; 

From ancient bards clear misty doubts away, 

Nor clog with comments what is clear as day. 

Too happy authors ; could they ’scape the clutch 

Of wiaudee German, and laberious Dutch : 

For vast the herd, who urge the curs’d pretence 

To mend the reading and expound the sense. 

His crude conjectures first a dreamer pours ; 

A second blots them: and a third restores. 

Another comes—he too must show his taste— 

First, second, third, are all alike effac’d. 

Thus on your walls, ye prisons of the town, 

Fade short-liv’d bills, scarce sooner up, than down: 
Obscur’d too soon by heaps of newer stuff, 

Quack yields to quack, and puff succeeds to puff ! 
The grand muster of force against the general system 
is also.a vigorous display ; and as it contains the chief 
jstrength of the writer’s battle; we shall point out its 
‘leading lines. 

Now Popes are Pow'rless—yet our studies trace 5 

| ‘The discipline, views, genius, of the place ; 

| All insufficient, cramp’d ill-judg’d, appear 5 

Confin'd, yet tedious ; though minute, severe ; 

With useless furms, and disquisitions fraught ; 

Yet leaying necessary things untaught. 

Rise then, ye Jesuits, and with glad surprise 

In Oxford stil] St. Omer’s recognise ; 

Ye sophist Monks, here burst to life anew, 

Your sun once set, in height meridian view! 

Books should teach life; connect the 7 link 

Of past and present ; and cause men to think ; 

But what are they, unless to use applied ? 

Or what is learning, but as action’s guide ? 

Yet words, not things, from ev’ry book are sought, 

To load the mem'ry—not improve the thought 
| Dates, places, names, a valley, or a plain, _ 

** Confusion, worse confounded,” fill the brain. 





} 





‘To waze upon the sea, and muse alone ; 

View the grey ruin, while the moon half shrouds 

Her modest beauty in the vale of clouds ; 

r pensive hear the baying watch-dog's howl, 

Aud soleumn screeching of the boding owl: 

Or snatch those pleasures from the midnight breeze, | 
| 
| 


Whuch least explained, are mightiest still to please ! 


Very different are the sentiments ascribed to a learned 


elder, and if the professor's creed be accurately given, || 
the contrast 18 indeed very great— | 
Thus, | remember, ere these scones T saw, 
Hut hope had drawn them, such as hope will draw: 


A shrewd old man, on Isis’ margin bred, 

Srnil’d at my warmth, and shook his wig, and said: 
* Youth will be sanguine, but before you go, 

* Learn these plain rales, and treasure,when youknow. 
** Wisdom is innate in the gown and band ; | 
** Theor wearers are the wisest of the land: 

** Science, except in Oxford, is a dream : 
** In all things Heads of Houses are supreme: 
** Proctors are perfect, whosoe’er they be: 


** Logic is Reason in Epitome : 

* Tsaminers, like kings, can do no wrong ; 
* All modern loaning is not worth a song: 
** Passive obedience is the rule of right: 


** ‘To argue, or oppose, is treason quite : 
* Mere common-sense would make the system fall; 


** Things are worth nothing, words are all in all.” 


Were this opinion impressed, it ig no wonder that the 
author should iumediately after exclaim, in a couplet 
_ > we ’ * 
equal to one of the most characteristic of Crabbe's. 
Strange that while all around new lights discern, 
The seat of learning never deizus to learn ! 


A.lverse to their method, it cannot be supposed that our 
satuist is friendly to the official and formal administra 
won of the rules, or to their adiministrators (if we may 
#ay 80), in Cheir corporate capacity. He draws the eru- 
dite couclave with a stinging pen— 

Fo lo! the first in dignity and might, 


| The gownsman jumbles in his aching head, 

Rivers, long dry ; and one-eyed men, long dead; 

Kens little points, where still suspicion lurk, 

That some old woman must have been at work ; 

But leaves the general scope and tenor free 

For such—ag nced not read for a degree : 

While modern languages and modern lore, 

Languish unknown ; or lost, if known before. 

Nor this alone—but habits laws confine 

The very course of classle discipline : 

The same historians, and one single sage, 

Complete monopoly of thought engage ; 

One only road hes o »en—all pursue 

‘The same dull round, nor dare to break it through. 

Oh! if the letter’d gownsmen never thought 

Of learning more than alma Mater taught ; 

This Oxford sage might tell you in a trice | 

How pigimies fought with cranes, or frogs with mice ; 

Yet think, perhaps, these gentry fought again 

On Stamboul’s tow’rs, or fein 's fatal plain ; 

Might tell how Jason first his sails unfurl'd, 

And coasted for a sheep-skin round the world ; 

And yet, poor man, might never chance to hear, 

Who found, or nam’d, wnother hemisphere. 

He knows, what monsters bred in Scythian frost-= 

Ask him who peopled England, he is lost. 

Krom him are cheniistry’s dark secret’s hid ? 

Oh no! he knows what mighty Midas did ; 

Chemist profound ! who gold from all oe carv'd ; 

Yet like his luckless followers nearly starv'd ! 

And stuff’d with long-liv'’d Indian’s longer tales, 

Might just enquire, if Calmucs live in Wales. 

Yet say, shall prejudice uncheck’d preside, 

And wave her night-shade in protected pride ; 

The Stagyrite be confirmation strong, 

And Latin Logic mingle right and wrong. 

With this long extract we shall close what relates to 
Oxford, as we have stiJl another view to take of the au- 
thor’s talents. In the third dialogue he goes further 
a-field, and descants upon follies not peculiar to the 
banks of the Isis, but rather seen in the world at large : 





Vv gl 
ail, synod grave, which Heads of Houses keep, 
To talk, and legislate—** perchance to sleep !" 
Hail. H 
‘Yo seem philosophers m masquerade ! 

1 bead you all, ye Dons of high degree, 

Putt’d with the conscious pride of dignity ; 

Solemn and sage, and and to a man, 

The worthy semblance of the Turk's Divan ! 

By Heav'n! their looks compose an awful scene : 
What pomp of words! what majesty of micn! 
Oli! if all Chose the shallow brain belies, 

Folly can leok, at least, most wondrous wise. 


Th riés, Convocation, burst to stglit. 
Hy 


uls of Houses, whom your stars have made || omit with regret, a portrait of youth designed with a 
jmaster’s hand, and offering reflections most worthy of 


that is, in other parts of England. Here he has pre- 
sented us with some of his best writing, and we must 
tresspass upon our columns for a few examples. We 


| being reflected upon ; It commences, p. 101, and h 


lof turning back one street and trying another. Im- 


DESTROYED THE TOWN OF CARACCAS, 
ON THE TWENTY-SIXTH MARCH, 1812. 


(From the South American.) 


Cee! 


The following remarks relative to the earthquake 
alluded ‘to, and made on the spot, will perhaps be 
gratifying to the reader :— 

This dreadful calamity occurred on Thursday of the 
‘Semana Santa,’ or holy ‘week, the 26th day of March, 
'1812, at about twenty minutes past four, rp. m.: 1 was 
| then standing at the outer door of a house in the city, 
|with some Englishmen: one of them remarked that 
|he heard a troop ‘of horses galloping down the next 
|street, Which he had scarcely uttered, when the in- 
‘ternal thunder (which he had mistaken for the noise 
lof horses’ hoofs) became distinct, and the earth began 
totremble gently. ‘Ihe house being a corner one, we 
all ran to the crossing of the streets, to be as far fram 
the walls as possible, The concussions then became 
so violent, that we could with difficulty keep our feet. 
One of the neighbouring houses fell with a tremendous 
noise into the street, and buried several persons who 
had run out for safety; the tiles of another fell in 
4ifeaps; and the crashing of timber and the screams of 
women and children, were truly terrific. The dust 
rose in columns from every part of the town, and en- 
veloped us in obscurity. As the concussions (which 
lasted from 40 to 50 seconds) subsided, a gentle breeze 
sprung up from the westward, dispelled the clouds 
that darkened the air, and enabled us to behold the 
general Cevastation, 

That part of the town where we were, suffered less 
than the suburbs, in which whole streets were razed 
to the ground, and the unfortunate inhabitants buried 
in the ruins. Every house that did not fall, either lost 
the roof, or was otherwise so shaken as to enable one 
to see through the rents made in the walls. The fronts 
of many that stood, hung in doubtful posture toward 
the street, striking terror into every one that passed 
them. ‘The church of La Mercede (whence the holy 
procession was that evening to have sallied) became 
the tomb of some hundreds, and the other churches, 
which were not so crowded, escaped not the general 
destruction. I have been informed that many of the 
inmates of these holy sanctuaries would have saved 
| themselves by running out, but the exhortations of the 
priests, added to their own ignorance, prevented this. 
I have little doubt but some believed themselves safer 
at the shrine of the holy virgin, than in any other at- 
tainable spot, 

The cries of those wounded under the ruins in every 
patt of the town, excited the compassion and exertions 
of all those who had not, through fear or superstition, 
betaken themselves: to the fields. The strangers, of 
whom fortunately not more than one or two were 
killed, lent all the aid in their power, and dug num- 
od from the ruins alive. 

| 











It occurred to us that La Guayra might have under- 
{gone the same fate; and as we were interested in the 
|fate of a gentleman then there, I was appointed to go 
{down and enquire after his safety. I started on a 
| young mule: it was a considerable time before I could 
|find my way out of town; so stupendous were the 
‘ruins in many places, that I was under the necessity 


mense masses of the mountain had tumbled into the 
road, and blocked it up: these obstacles, however, 
which, at another time, might have been deemed in- 
surmountable, were but trivial when compared with 
the past danger. 

The cottagers who lived on the road side towards the 
sea, had formed a procession, carrying lanterns, and 
frequently on their knees offering their benedictions to 
the great author of the universe, ‘The stillness of the'|| 
night, broken only by the hymns of these poor people, 
impressed more forcibly upon the mind the horrors of. 
the late awful visitation. ‘This feeling was Inno de- 
gree alleviated on my arrival at the village of Maycatia. 
The curviving relatives of families, bewailing the loss 
of all they held dear, and the groans of the dying, who 
had either suffered on the spot, or were transported 
thither from La Guayra, would have touched the most 
obdurate heart. 

The road between the town and village was occupied 
by the survivors. They persisted in stopping my mule 
to learn the fate of Caraccas. I met nobody in the 
streets until I arrived at the church: the person of 
whom I was in search lived in an adjoining street, the 
whole of which had come to'the ground in a manner 
obstructing all possibility of a passage. A native 
;merchant, however, informed me, that he had gone 
|safely on board of a vessel then lying in the bay. ‘This 
‘intelligence being the object of my mission, I made the 








‘not the best poetry (for we do not sanction ** form’d” 
jand ** warm’ as a rhyme—the redundancy of * lori- 
‘ous great design,” nor the repetition of * sand-hills” | 
and ** sand” in the simile ;) the imagery is fine and the | 
‘sentiments pure. A higher poetical character belongs 
to the following touching picture of tlhe effects of seduc- | 
\tion—the victiin falls a prey to the arts of one whom | 


Yo Deir own Oxford first their thoughts they bear, —/ want of proper cultivation Uirows into the snares of “a 


And guard her errors with paternal cure : 

Hat, now and then, they hold the high debate, 
Gn England's policy, and Church and State ; 
Deplore the heence of the stage and press ; 
J.ament a grievance: carry an Address. 

‘T!) ther, as bards might sing of Grecian fire, 

"i neir Gods descend, and all their breasts inspire ; 
Such Gods, as best such mighty men bescem, 
The yuardians, Isis, of thy sacred stream. 
There Orthodoxy, like a Glory shines 

Full on che forehead of her sound divines ; 

Pret» their great souls with fears of coming evil, 


vice. 


ness and 
(To be concluded in our next. ) 


* Alluding to there being no address on the death of the 
Princess Charlotte ; for which no precedent existed. 
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The immense establishment of Viscount de Solages, | 


‘ 
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vad sends Wesleyan Chapels to the Devil. 


H 180,000 to 200,000 francs. 


1} 





ipoprictor of the coal-mines at Carmeanx, was destroyed || could-approach the shore without being swamped, and 
ity Hre between the 27th and 28th of last month,.and thet! he remainder were consumed by fire, to prevent 
property so consumed is estimated at the amount of from |; 


\best of my way out of the town, and proceeded back 
to Caraccas. 

| The moon had gone down before I reached the city, 
| which was not tilltwo in the morning. I made several 
‘attempts to get over the ruins in the dark, but was 
|compelled to return to the gate, and wait for the dawn 
lin a field, to which many of ‘the most respectable fa- 
' milies had retired to pass the night. 
| ‘The bodies of the untortunate sufferers in La Guayra 
were, for three successive days, shipped in large ca- 
\ hoes, carried beyond the points, and committed to the 


\eahies. ‘The sea afterwards rose so high that no boat 


ACCOUNT OF THE EARTHQUAKE WHICH? 
















On the fourth of April following, « shock almox, 
violent as the first was experienced. ‘T'nis ~ 
the destruction of La Guayra: only a few ho 
mained standing, and all of them, except the Custom, 
house, (a strong building, erected by the late Phitip. 
pine Company) were for the time rendered Uninhadit 
able. On this occavion few or none perished, tgeoen 
caution having been observed. The witages th the 
vicinity of ‘Caraccas were miostly levélted to the 
ground; but though the primitive earthquake ‘Way 
slightly felt as far to the westward as Carthag 
Puerto Cavello, only 66 miles from Caraccas, Rian 
no injury. It would be impossible to ascertain the 
number of those who perished on the 26th of Mar 


as numbers who were missing, afterwards made tha 


Uses te. 


appearance, and no census of the population was taken. —_— 

it was generally admitted that they amounted to tring yy At 

thirteen to fifteen thousand. Slight shocks were fe} the fe 

at short intervals for nine months after the one fir genie 

mentioned. Caraccas had been levelled by a like eq, TATE: 

lamity a hundred and forty-nine years befote, “rh, 

greater part of the Louses now built are earthquake 

proof, being entirely composed of lath-work; or, if Ma CEL 

of stone and lime, supported inside by strong Posts A 
’ 


on which the floors and roof rest. 





Preservation of Water at Sca:—M- Perinet, after i 
examination of the means 'which ure, or may be 

for the preservation of fresh water at sea, gives the 
ference tothe following; 13 parts of oxide of man, 

in powder is mixed with 250 parts of water, and agitated 
every 15 days. In this way, water has been preserved 
unchanged for seven years. 














































Co Correspondents, 





a, 


Tue Locerran SYsTEM.—The letter of Puiro:Lo, 
GIER may perhaps find a place, when any thing 
pears the subject which deserves the notice of 49 
able a champion ; this we conceive hot to be the casein 
the present stage of the discussion. The turn hitherto 
assumed in the comers is precisely that we anticipa. 
ted when we first declined entering upon the subject in 
the Mercury. Instead of confining themselves to thein. 
vestigation of the principles of the system, certain cor. 
respondents state that individuals who have been 
odeah initiated, and have paid proper attention tp 
their lessons, can perform little or nothing.—Others 
tell the public that the inefficacy of the scheme has 
been proved in the cases of their own children. ll 
this time, it ought not to be forgotten, that the writer 
are anonymous; and the public will be apt to con. 
clude, with the correspondent to whom we are now al. 
dressing ourselves, that the sfatements to which we 
have alluded, are ‘a weak invention of the enemy” 
with an interested view to cry down the system. We 
had no intention to offer any opinion upon the merits 
of the scheme; qut We must say, that the wayi 
which it has been treated is not calculated to promot 
any good object, and least of all likely to produ 
conviction upon the mindsof the candid part of th 
community. If the question at issue were a mat 
matical problem, ‘or a philosophical phenomenon, # 
controversy might be ‘carried on very well undera 
anonymous signature; but in the present case, the pot 
at issue is the establishment of a matter of fact, viz. whe: 
ther the Logeten system is an improvement upon the 
ordinary inodes of tuition ; which can only be satisfac. 
torily proved or disproved by the progress which hasbeen 
made by those who, with proper application and ade- 
quate abilities, have been taught by the process in ques 
tion. Before the public will be satisfied on this point, 
they will naturally expect to know who are the persons, 
upon whose evidence they are to determine upon a 
point of such importance as the most eligible mode of 

instructing their children in an interesting, innocent, 

and delightful branch of education. Neither will it 
be sufficient to adduce a few instances, should they 
have occurred, of a total failure ;—as there are to ht 
found ‘in every pursuit, children deficient in one 

as well as igies, who ought not to be regarded a 

fair tests by which to judge of the merits of anys 


consulted 
tries to 
t Gresh 
quiting ¢ 
Horrox w 













tem upon which they may have been taught. : 
parties, therefore, either come forward with their om g Pp 
names, or those of the individual whose progres # Miland the n 


to be taken as a criterion ;—or else let the discussim 
be confined to theoretical investigation of the system, 





liligence 

























in which case the names of our correspondents will ¥ iy M 
of less importance. y Mr. 
TRIFLER is informed, that a further perusal of'li elles 


oneous, 
le had n 
pareer of 


verses has only served to confirm our former ae 
that they are too longand too personal for otr column 
—As for the motives to which the writer has chosen #0 
ascribe our declining their insertion, we feel 
altoge'her above the necessity even of noticing them 


any further than to observe, that if stage actors be # lenly cut 
TRIFLER regards them, “fair game,” they should Hiya, on) 
be brought down by an expert marksman, who y 
put them out of ot in at once, tater than he lose w 
to an ignoble death by a in. The writer 

used so litele ceremony with us. that we shall imitate eat, son 
his example, by observing, that, in addition to ou tings 
former objections to the composition in question, ¥¢ 

think that its length is not compensated by one t Many day; 
deeming ‘spark of wit. We know TRIFLER Venus ir 
never forgive us ;—but if he doubt the justice of ou E 
strictures, and will consent to our retaining the his lets 
another week, we will devote half a column toe whic 


tracts and commentaries, which wilfenable our ree 

















ers to. decide for themselves —If this: al does *' Mbservatio; 
suit’ the author, he may have the MS. on sending” : 
the office (by note) any day about 12 o'clock. car Liver 
= oe Danczic 
We have mislaid the MS. of J. K. on the system ith hi 
Mr. Owen, which, we doubt riot, we shall find in tam IS ( 
forour next. illustr: 
We shall attend to the suggested article on the subm2 tions, | 
sion of swallows.—We have further to notice ALIA‘~ rs wh} 
S. T.—M. L. whic 
pone + d publis 
Printed, published, and sold ne title o 
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pestilence ; which method wasatso adopted in Cataceas| 
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